MINA ROAD PARK GROUP
Minutes of meeting on Tuesday 11th May 2010,

Parkway Methodist Church
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Present:
Ivy Bolt, Hugh Holden, Roland Bruce, Jerome Edwards, Ann Devereaux, Iris Bolster, Rob Collier, Adrian Murdoch (Central Supervisor, English Landscapes)

Apologies:
Mary Montgomery, Sally Seddon

Matters Arising:
No matters arising.

Main Business:
Adrian Murdoch, Central Supervisor, English Landscapes
Adrian toured the park with Hugh prior to attending the meeting, to check on standards of maintenance.

The new model of operations that the parks department have adopted, being able to deal with contractors directly, is a positive step; it enables concerns and problems to be addressed and dealt with.

The group felt that there is a higher level of maintenance in the park and that improvements have been made in the last few months. Verges are better maintained.

Once some of the trees have had their crowns lifted more light will be let into the park and this will improve the condition of the grass; the contractors will not cut the grass short, leaving it longer may help improve it.

Himalayan Balsam
This has been sprayed with herbicide and will be regularly sprayed to eradicate it.

Stream
English Landscapes are ensuring the stream is kept clean, clearing the grill and stream twice a week. They haven’t got a key to the gate at the top of the grill; Roland will contact Aquatak to get their key, as accessing the grill is difficult without it.

It is essential to keep this clear to prevent blockages and potential flooding.

The standard of maintenance is excellent.

The silt along the stream needs removing.

There are saplings along the stream that the contractors will remove.

English Landscapes are logging the amount of time they spend working on the stream.

Any problems with maintenance work in the park, contact Adrian Murdoch on 0797 095 0586.

Sign
The sign at the entrance to the park at the Rosebery Avenue end is broken; the frame needs repairing.

Ashley Park
Grass and shrubs are being maintained.

The group would like the park to become a dog free area - a new fence and gate would have to be installed.

English Landscapes
They have done an audit of all the sites they maintain, establishing what work needs to be carried out.

They have set programmes of work and budgets with the Parks Department.

The amount of time sorting out the litter, shrub maintenance and grass cutting has been increased. They are using mechanical sweepers, this is all high profile work.

St Werburghs Park
Adrian will arrange a visit to the park with Rod and Hugh, to look at what work needs to be carried out, such as clearing rubbish, overgrown areas and replanting shrubs and hedges.

Roland will get a quote for a new fence and gate at the front of the park.

One of the residents has built out onto the park; this will be dealt with.

Section 106 Funding
There is approximately £45,000 of this potentially available, some of which could be spent on St Werburghs, Mina Road and Ashley parks.

Rosebed
This will be removed, and could be re-sited in the future.

Events in the Park
Any event with less than 50 people involved does not need a license.

Arts Trail
The group are happy for the park to be used again for this; Martin Edwards will have his photobooth again in the park.

AGM
This will be held at the next meeting, 8th June 2010.

Trees
Midland Tree Surgeons will start work shortly to lift the crowns of certain trees. One dead tree will be removed and one dying tree by the old bridge will be carefully monitored.

Thanks...
The group would like to thank Adrian and his team for their time and commitment to local groups and their work. The improvement in the service and the excellent standard of work are greatly appreciated. It is great to see the park, stream and trees being well maintained so local people can get the full benefit of the park.
Next Meeting

Tuesday 8th June 2010, 7.30pm, Parkway Methodist Church. All welcome.

This will include the AGM.

