Mina Road Park Group – Minutes of July Meeting

Present: Hugh Holden, Roland Bruce, Anne Devereaux, Iris Bolster, Jerome Edwards, Sally Seddon, Mary Montgommery, Martin Mawdsley, Steph Reeve, Rob Collier.

Main Business:

· Proposals outlined in Area Green Spaces Plan for Ashley Street Park – classification as low value amenity land, and as such, is threatened with closure.

Mina Road Park

· Steph Reeve from an organisation called “Ginormous Raucous” who are a limited company whose organisation encourages more families with children to use parks, participate in arts, activities storytelling etc. Steph approached the park group to ask if group members could support this event and come along as representatives of mina road park group. The organisation is intending to host the event on the 15th of August once the necessary permissions have been obtained from Bristol City Council Parks Department. Advertising for the event will be carried out by posting leaflets to schools and residents of the local community and notices on the parks forum website.

· Hugh has a detailed list of the tasks undertaken by English Landscapes within the park. It is apparent that the contractor is having to put in more hours to carry out maintenance to the stream and park that is allocated within the budget.

· Stream: The stream is being kept in good condition by English Landscapes in recent weeks. There has been discussion recently that there is silt build up on the various bends of the stream. This is a natural process, and one that is beneficial to the stream. John Stone has indicated that the silt berms that have been allowed to develop since the restoration work, provide “pinch points” in the stream, effectively narrowing the channel and allowing the water to flow faster, and therefore move silt along keeping the gravel bed of the stream clean. The planting of mature aquatic plants along the berms would be beneficial in creating marginal stream habitat. John will be making a speculative enquiry to the wildlife trust at Slimbridge who may be able to assist with the provision of plants.

· Drug dealing in the park: Reports of a drug dealer seen hiding a stash of drugs on a number of occasions in the vicinity of the bridge. Also a couple have been seen going into the mens urinals at unsocial hours on several occasions. Anyone seen acting suspiciously and is believed to be dealing in drugs or engaging in any other form of antisocial behaviour within the park should be reported to the police immediately.

· St Werburghs Park: There is unofficially 10k of funds available from Section 106 money for St Werburghs Park to replace the fencing along the boundary with Glenfrome Road. It is likely that further Section 106 monies will be made available in the near future from the former Brunswick housing development site next to Jewsons.
· Ashley Street Park (Open Space):  

Martin Mawdsley who is a local resident of Ashley Street is attending the park group for the first time over concerns that the Park is under threat of closure from Bristol City Council Parks Department. Martin is approaching the parks group to generate support from members to voice concerns and prevent the possible closure of the park following the findings outlined in the Area Green Spaces Plan. It appears that the Park is no longer valued by the City Council Parks Department, and is now classified as ‘low value amenity land.’ It is feasible that land therefore could be swapped for another suitable space within the area. The group needs to act swiftly and join forces with local residents groups to prevent the park from being sold off. To date there has been no consultation with MPG to discuss Bristol City Council proposals under the plan.  The Park Group has three months to prepare a response, whole heartedly objecting to the proposals. MPG members are of the opinion that the park play areas and the deteriorated nature of the park is due to neglect and lack of investment by BCC Parks rather than lack of use by residents. It appears the park is being deliberately run into the ground!

Hugh would like to print off of the proposals and circulate the details to all the residents of Ashley Street and surrounding neighbourhood as well as posting the information on notice boards and street lampposts to highlight the issue to a wider audience.

A meeting has been arranged by MPG to discuss the matter further on the 17th of August (Tuesday at the Parkway Methodist Church) to formulate the groups objection to the proposals. Park members are encouraged read through in full the details for Ashley Street Park highlighted in Green Spaces Plan prior to the meeting in August. Copies of the plan can be found either on the Parks Forum direct from BCC website.

Mina Road Park Group is very happy for residents from Ashley Street and surrounding area who have an interest in saving the park, to join the group and combine forces, rather than set up a separate residents group. 

Other business:

Roland has made a number of new notice boards that he shall erect in the park. It is hoped that this will serve to encourage park users to display notices/flyers on the boards rather than attaching to park railings, which can be detrimental to the overall appearance of the park.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 17th August 2010, 7.30pm, Parkway Methodist Church. All welcome.

