Minutes of meeting on Tuesday 7th Feb 2006 at Parkway Methodist Church.

Present: Ivy Bolt, Hugh Holden, Iris Bolster, Ann Devereaux, Anne Owen, Jerome Edwards, Roland Bruce, Mary Montgomery, Paula James (Community Development Worker for the restoration project), Harry McPhillimy (local historian and wildlife enthusiast)

Apologies: Sally Seddon, Emily Kingston, John Stone

Matters Arising

Stream Restoration

The work has started and is progressing well. The restoration work on the boundary wall to the stream is looking good. The City Engineer was due to issue an order to contractors to clear the blocked culvert, prior to the restoration work; this has not been done and the project may be held up until it is. It is now known that there is a mattress under the culvert leading to the Frome, and a significant amount of silt, which is causing the stream to flow about nine inches higher than it should. It is vital to clear the culvert blockages, and the group is hoping that the City Engineers will pay for this work to be carried out as part of essential maintenance work. Kingcombe Aquacare will be able to do this work. If the money for this work ends up coming out of the restoration grant monies, it will have an impact on the additional work that the parks group had planned.

Main Business

Community Development

Paula James, Community Development Worker for the Restoration Project, is planning a Big Green Day at the Community Centre on 8th April 2006, to celebrate the park and the restoration work. She wants to involve the local schools and get them to contribute to the exhibition. Paula would like anyone with any useful information or pictures about the park and/or stream to contact her or Hugh, or bring them to the next meeting. She will meet with Jim Phillips and the contractors this week in the park.

History

Harry McPhillimy, local historian and wildlife expert, is looking at the historical side of the project. He is writing a book about the waterways around St. Werburghs - the streams and springs in the area. Harry would like help towards the printing costs of his book and would like £200 from the grant monies for the restoration work towards this. He will not be making any money for himself - any money raised will go to Narroways, towards their ongoing work. The group would be happy to support this project.

Living Spaces Funding

David Williams, from Living Spaces, has contacted Hugh - he has sent forms for monitoring the monies spent on the project. They have been given to Paula to fill in what she can, and will then be passed on to Jim Phillips. The £25,000 funding must be spent by the end of February 2006.

Living Rivers

Hugh has had a phone call from Tana Dart, who is doing a project on water courses in Bristol. She would like to be kept informed of what is going on regarding the stream.

Parks Forum

The major event of the year is to be held on 11th March at the County Ground. It will be an all day event, everyone is welcome for all or part of the day. The event will look at green spaces and park strategy, setting Bristol standards for access to green spaces, and the possibility of the council selling off informal green spaces in the future to fund future development. Anyone interested please contact Hugh. The group would like to thank Paula and Harry for attending the meeting and wish them well in their project work.

Next Meeting

Tuesday 14th March, 7.30pm, Parkway Methodist Church. All welcome.

